* This road may not ok you fo the Wizard of Oz, but
" CHRIS WATSON discovers plenty of aher fine siops
along its route.

=, like Domthy In the land of Oz, have followed the Yellow Brick
Road. But unlike Dorotivy and her fatthiul companion Toto, |
rietther reached the wizard nor found my way back to Kansas.

Iretead | tasted some excellent Hunter wines - and a fine
home-made lemonade and 2 spicy grapse sawoe - and had my
eyes opened to some hidden gems of the Pokolbin vineyards,
even though | am a local who has bean making vanous
vineyard treks fior 40 years.

The mad | was on was provided by The Yellow Brick Guide,
a dever Iittle GPS audio unit - think your nomal TomTom
aimed at a specific purpose, visiting wine counitry - that weaves
togetiver music, stores and dinections from affable locl
winemakers who take you to the places they take friends and

famiby when they visit.

The guide gets you under the skin of the destination,
Immersing you In its character without having your head
bured In 2 map, gving you an Insider’s view on everything
from wher the winemakers used to Ive and work to where to
find dheese, chocolates, majestic wews, chamipagne, art, aait,
coffea, snacks and fine-dining. There's even pothole wamings.
And they manage to fit In some Infomation on wine.

But one warming. Experts In wine and technology these
peophe may be, but humour might not be thelr strong point:
“The kangarocs In that paddod: have giocks and tasers - In
fact all of them have small amms.” Groan.

The guide, easy to Install and power via a plug In your car
clgarette lighter, made s world debut In Pokolbin earlier this
year and at present has three half-day tours In tts satellts
circuits: Wt View Vistas fwith comments from Jim Chatto, chief
winemaker at Pepper Tree Wines), Heart of Pokolbin (Lisher
Tinkler, chief winemaker at Poole’s Rock Wines) and Lovedale
Loop (Dan Binet, chief winemaker at Ballabournesan).

“We've all been fravelling and tried to discover whats at

the heart of a place,” says Rob Marjenberg, co-founder and
creative director of the guide, explaining the idea behind the
product. “The Holy Grall s to get the story from the locals, but
most of the time /s really difficult.

“We wore thinking about GPS and how it was belng used
and thowght about making it a tool to bring In that kind of
foeling of locak showing you amnund.”

Marjenberg szys the techinology was developed first with
“the Hunter Valley stuff” taking sb: to nine months to fit
togetiwer.

Pokolbin wias selected because they had read about the wp-
and-ooming young winemakers of the valley and thought it
was an Interesting dynamic with a new generation taking over.

“Our plan was akways to be In places with Interesting people
with Interesting stones to tell,” Marjenberg sys, describing
himself as the Rain Man of the valley as he drove the rowtes - I
don't know how many times - 507 - to get the commentary
rigit.

Once it was ready to trial the In-Gr comversations of people
using It were taped to further refine the product (Some




laughed at the kangaroo joke. Some Just went silent).

“Basically It's early days yet,” Marjenberg says of the guide’s
acceptance. “But the feedback’s been fantastic. This spring we
are really expecting people to get Into it.”

Tha guide & not an AlHnclusive commentary. More an edited
hilghlights reel of wine country’s attractions.

We pick up our GPS at Pepper Tree Wines - I'm acoompanied
by two mates, my versions of Toto although not as oute or
Intelligent - and we sat off on Mt View Vistas, past the Tuscan-
siyle Tower Lodge, Hunter Valley Cheese Shop, Tempus Two
and, Chatto Informs us, the cabins where he used 1o ve.

Then there’s Brokenwood, "lames Halllday & the a foumder™,
Tamberlaing, "organic wines . . . [ did my first vintage there”, a
turnoff to Auwdrey Wilkinson, "one of the prattiest winenes In
the valley with 3 stunning view”, and Undeman’s, “where It all
began In 1843°, all on the way to Mt View, "a lovely place to
urmatned”

On the way ‘Chatto spesks of the Hunter's semilion, “the
best In the world™ and “the reason I'm here In the Humter®.
Hives rate 3 mention as we pass the Spanish-looking Iron Gate

Estate, and he polnts cut Cessnock
Gacd and Kedman Estate and brings

up the difference In soills - what wine
aflcionadios call “termoir”, & French term
denoting the characteristics soll and
climate bestow on grape varketes - a5
we pass from Pokolbim Into ME View:

Chatto rates Tallawera Grove, home of
Etstro Molines, the restaurant of NSW
hall-of-fame chef Robert Maolines, 2= one
of the most stunning vineyands In the
valley, and It 15 the Last vineyard we pass
befare pulling In to Bimbadesn Lockout
and casting ouwr eyes badk over all we
hawe passed throwgh 2nd much mone,
with the townshilp Cessnock nestled in
miid-distance.

The trip along Mt View Rd, wsually
known 25 the “back road™ to the
vineyards from Cessnock, tuming off
after Bellbird, Is undoubtedly the maost
scanically spactacular in the area and Is
a must for first-time or veteram vistors.

I have never been to Eunope’s vineyards

# . but this Is how | magine they must be,

ronws of vines cascading down steep
Rilllsides with wineries and callar doors

siihouetted against the sky on ridge

. tops that weave Into the distance. If the

Fhone Valley doesn't lock: like this, it

i should. 15 a lovely sight.

After the lockout its back down the
valley, regaled by an old-tUmer's story
thiat before 2 big storm the turtles leave
the nearby dams and head uphill "and

= they're all ower the road™, past Brar

Ridge and its great cafe, Peterson’s

IF YOU GO

MW The GPS guide hires out for $39 for

any length of stay In the anea.

Wt 15 avallable from towrsm contact

paints Including Chatesu Elan,
Grand Mecure The Vintage, Crowne
Plaza, Cypress Lakes Resort, Pepipers
Guest House, Sebel Kirkton Park,
Hamgan's, Tonic Hotel, Humter Valley
Visttors Centre, Ballsbourneen,
Pepper Tree Wines, Pooke’s Rock
Wines and the Australla Hotel.

(0'Shea, and then there’s Drayton’s
Corner, whare the adjacent vineyards an
all cwned by family members.

Our sweep through Mt View Vistas
completed, we take 3 quick swing
through the Lovedale Loop, which Dan
“Buckets” Binet tells us Is the mone
relzxed part of the valley. "The loals
call it the dark side,” he says. “It's good
for white wines because of Iis mioo-
dimate.”

As well 2= vineyards theres Majors
Lane Restaurant, Leaves and Fshes, glass
blowang, art galleres, a cemetery, Humter
Valley Chocolate, the oricket ground
and pavilion at the ™wery Frendh and
rustic™ Wandin Valley - the cwner's son
15 the guianst with Grinspoon, mentons
Bimet - while his favourtte restaurant in
the valley Is Bojos, "the best food In the
valley”.

Vingyards roll past - Swish Wines,
Peaoock Hill and Calak Estate with 15
tapls-style Verandah Restaurant, and
we pull In on the opposite side of the
road to lam Burgess and Debra Moores
Moorebank Estate, where dudes and
sheep wander and the elucidatie
Burgess eaplains his wines and tempis us
with mot only his vintages but tastings of
home-mada lemonade and spicy grape
sauce. Good stuff.

‘We finkh the Lowedale Loop and
squeeze In a litthe of the Heart of
Pokolbin befone our day & done, and 25
we tum our headlights towards home |
ghwe Toto One and Toto Two the chance

Wines, Mt View Estate and Mt Pleasant Winery, and alongside
the famous, award-winming Tyerels Stevens planting.

Elfin Hil, says Chatto, was the first accommodation In
Pokolbin, MWt Pleasant displays Max Dupaln photographs from
the 1950s and Is the home of the great wines of Maurics

1o have some Input. [t5 thumibs up all round. Following the
Yellow Erick Rasd s, unanimausly, a great dea, 2dding depth
and enjoyment o the wine country experience. And the rosd
oets you back where you started, whather you have ruby

slippers or not.

OFF TO SEE THE WIZARD: From left, Tallavera Grove, the GPS unit, Moorebank Estate and Hunter Valley Chocolata.




